Why I Dislike \

One who has made « lifelong study of
explains why the contemporary seciet

In a recent article, the British his-
torian Arnold J. Toynbee, who has just
turned 75, remarked: “I came to look
on this modern Western world with
alien and unadmiring eyes.” Here, at
the suggestion of The Times Mugazine,
he tells why he feels that way.

By ARNOLD ]. TOYNBEE

HEN I say baldly that I dislike
contemporary Western civili-
zation, I am, of course, saying

this partly to tease my fellow Western-
ers. The stand that I take is partly a
joke, but it is also partly serious.

My dislike of the West, though genu-
ine as far as it goes, cannot really be
unmitigated. If it were, I should not
feel lost — as I know that I should —
if I did not have a pied-d-terre in
London, I am a_ Londoner born and

h . | ‘-\I-& - | T S I U T, | P, e

lonialism makes me cl
pre-African musical p3

To be the prisoner aq
place is one of our hu
A human being has 1
and these roots tether
unlike a tree’s roots, th
and intellectual raots.

characteristic of our hu
we rebel against our hi
and try to transcend
besides heing human,
historian, and a. histori
of human rebellion is
himself free of his owr
and soil (to use Hitl
expressive words). A K
is to move freely thi
space.

WHAT a bore one's

lization is. It is dull j
familiar. I had the goc

PR PR G T NI . P P n'rlrl‘



Toynbee’'s
Worild

(Continued from Page 15)

produced Mussolini and Hitler
and McCarthy. These Western
enormities make me, as a
Waesterner, feel insecure. Now
that my German fellow-West-
erners have murdered six mil-
lion Jews, how can I be certain
that my English fellow-coun-
frymen might not do some-
thing equally criminal ? We did
murder some thousands of de-
fenseless civilians at Port Said
in 1956. What might we not
go on to do after that? What
might I not be capable of doing

myself, if this contemporary
(Continued on Following Page)




College studetts on the beach at Ft. Lauderdale, Fla.
“While we are lowering the age of sexual awareness, we are pro-
longing the length of education. How can the young be expected
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(Conttinved from Page 30)
promising Moslem boy being
~ allowed to commit intellectual
sulcide by sexual indulgence
at the age of puberty. The
20th-century West is now imi-

- tating the non-Western habits’

that the 18th-century Waest
rightly—though perhaps self-
righteously—condemned.

Our irrational contemporary
- Western .impatience and our
blind adulation of speed for
speed’s sake are making hav-
ac, foday, of the education of
our children. We force their
growth as if they were chicks

in a pullet factory. We drive
them into a premature aware-
ness of sex even hefore physi-
cal puberty has overtaken
them. In fact, we deprive our
_children of the human right
.0f having a childhced. This
forcing of sex-consciousness
started in the United States:
it has spread to Britain, who
knows how many other Waest-

ern countries this perverse
gystem of miseducation is

going to uwade and demoral-
ize?

UR whole present policy in
fhe upbringing of the young is
paradoxical. While we are low-

taneously revert to our grand-
parents’ practice of prolonging
the age of sexual innocence. If
we persist, in this vital mat-
ter, on our present Hindu
courde, our brand new would-
be institutions for nigher edu-
cation will become, in practice,

little more than sacial clubs
for sexual mating. '

THIS relapse info precacious
sexuality is one of the moral
blemishes of the contemporary
Waestern civilization. One of its
intellectual blemishes is its in-
sistence on splitting up the
universe into smaller and
smaller splinters. It has split
up the human race into g host
of sovereign independent na-
tional states.. It has split up

‘ knowledge and understanding

into a host of separate water-
tight “disciplines.”” I dislike
nationalism and I dislike
specialization, and hoth are
characteristically Wesfern ah-

errations.
When I was about 16 years

old, I stayed with an uncle
who was a specialist on Dante,
while his wife was a specialist
on Horace Walpole. Their M-
brary was less specialized than
they themselves were, and I
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* more complicated machines, I
did; learn to. ride : 4 : blcycle
t How' cam one he expéeted in |
{fust one Hifet(me, toigo | bri | to!
"learn to ride a motorcycle or"
to drive & car? I started shav-
ing in the age of the cut-
throat razor, and Mr. QGillette's
invention came as a great re-
lief to me. But how can I be
expected to go on to use an
electric razor? How could I
know ahout volts and ohms
and transformers? An Ameri-
- can friend did give me an elec-
fric razor. This lies safely
tucked away in a drawer, and
whenever I umearth it it
alarms me,

I DO now travel about the
world in cars and airplanes.
The better these get at cover-
ing the distance, the worse
they get at allowing an in-
quisitive passenger to see the
view, I did my first traveling
in Greece in 1911-12, I did it
on foot with a rucksack on
my back, I was as free as a
bird. I could go where even
mules could not go. I could see
the world as I pleased. I have
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